
How To Clean Industrial Heat Exchangers
Match your cleaning method to the size and design of your heat exchanger.
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For a Dramatic ‘Before’ and ‘After’
It’s easy to forget about heat exchangers. Perhaps half of all manufacturing heat exchangers are ignored until they have 
problems. By the time these workhorses complain they can be so caked with deposits that you need to drill into the tubes 
to clean them. Well designed maintenance routines and the proper equipment help you clean heat exchanger tubes quickly 
and regularly, minimizing your risk of costly 
breakdowns. Choose the right rotary tube cleaner 
or an effective chemical cleaning system, and the 
job’s done in no time.
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MECHANICAL CLEANING
o Assess your heat exchanger to determine the cleaning 

system best suited to its design and size (see box above).
o Power down the heat exchanger and drain any liquid.
o ID the deposits in your tubes. A video scope gives you 

inside intel so you know what you’re up against.
o Using the RAM-5SFVS or the PSM-500, run through a few 

tubes and evaluate results with your scope.  
o Adjust technique as needed and finish cleaning.
o Spot check, clean up and put the equipment back online.    

ScaleBreak dissolves mineral deposits faster than other 
liquid descalers. The biodegradable formula is safe for use 
on steel, iron, brass, copper, plastic and rubber. Choose 
ScaleBreak-SS for stainless steel surfaces.

The GDS-15-PH system 
continuously monitors pH levels 
and injects additional chemicals 
as needed during the cleaning 
cycle. Can be used on copper, 
stainless steel and a variety of other 
materials.

CHEMICAL CLEANING
o “Loop off” the heat exchanger from its water source.
o Use a descaling system to circulate ScaleBreak through 

your unit. A Goodway rep can help you choose the best 
system for your heat exchanger.

o Run the descaler for about an hour, then check to see 
whether descaling is complete. You will know that the 
scale is gone when the pH of the solution rises and/or the 
ScaleBreak stops foaming.

o Clear out ScaleBreak; put the heat exchanger back online.

Smart cleaner

tough on depoSitS, eaSy on equipment

From soft deposits to solid clogs, the 
PSM-500 clears out whatever’s blocking 
your straight, small I.D. tubes. It’s fast 
and effective.

Straight Shooter

are we done yet?
A video scope gives a clear picture 
of what you’re facing, and lets you 
know when your tubes are clean.

tranSformed
Before and after images show how chemical descaling can restore a heat exchanger to peak 
operating efficiency and add years to its life - right in front of your eyes.

Choose Your Cleaning System

o The RAM-5SFVS rotary tube cleaner quickly cleans large heat exchangers.
o The PSM-500 tube cleaning drill clears out straight small-diameter tubes.
o It’s easiest to descale U-shaped tubes with a chemical descaling system. Or use 

a rotary tube cleaner and clean half of the “U” with each pass.


